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Happy New Year to you all! We hope you had an amazing 

Christmas holiday and are feeling relaxed and ready to 

start another busy term. 

 

As you are aware, the children will learn a topic across 

a variety of subjects. We call this ‘significant learning’ 

which means that there will be lots of cross curriculum 

links, giving children opportunities to develop their 

learning further by using the skills they learn in all 

aspects of their development.  As well as their formal 

education, we will also continue to support children’s 

mental wellbeing through our zones of regulation and 

mindfulness. 

 

In the first half term, our significant learning topics 

will all be focussed under the heading “Paddington 

Visits London”, which is inspired by the film, 

Paddington.  We will be learning 

all about our capital city and even 

creating our own versions of the 

landmarks! 

 

In the second half term, our significant learning topic 

will be ‘Heroes, Past and 

Present”. In this topic we will be 

learning all about amazing 

heroes such as Florence 

Nightingale and Captain Sir Tom 

Moore. We will also be thinking of everyday heroes who 

are always keeping us safe.  

 

We will be linking our significant learning to a range of 

subject areas, including; R.E, PSHE, Science, Art, D & 

T, History and Geography. Please take a look at our 

curriculum map on the school’s website to find out more! 

 

Phonics and Reading: Children will be assessed every 

half term in phonics, which will allow us to set children 

in ability groups for their phonic lessons and reading 

bands. This ensures that they are reading books which 

relates to their decoding, blending and comprehension 

level. This follows our Read Write Inc (RWI) approach 

to phonics. Their reading books which are brought home 

are linked to their assessments. 

Please read our phonics statement online which will 

explain how RWI is taught and how to support your child 

at home.  https://khiacademy.co.uk/phonics-2/  

All children will read to an adult in school every week 

and receive new books to take home on a Monday.  

 

We also encourage children to read at home with an 

adult at least 5 times a week. To encourage this, 

children will continue with the Reading Challenge. The 

challenge charts will be reviewed on a Friday. 

 

English: In writing, we will be producing stories, 

instructions and poetry. The children will focus on the 

specific features in each genre including time 

conjunctions, expanded noun phrases and bossy verbs! 

We are very much looking forward to making marmalade 

sandwiches using the children’s instructions – yum! The 

pupils will focus on punctuation and grammar during one 

lesson per week. If the pupils can combine a wide 

variety of vocabulary with the correct spelling, 

punctuation and grammar they will be able to 

demonstrate varied and interesting writing.  

The children will learn a new spelling pattern each week. 

The spellings will be placed on Dojo. The children will 

practise these within Early Morning Work but support 

at home will make all the difference. 

During this term we will hone the children’s 

comprehension skills. The main categories are 

vocabulary, inference, prediction, retrieval and 

summarizing.  

 

Maths: We will move onto new topics in maths this term 

including multiplying and dividing, shape, fractions and 

statistics. The children will be introduced to new 

vocabulary which is specific to the maths topic. 

Alongside this, we will be reinforcing previous learning 

and encouraging the children to apply this knowledge 

independently with confidence. This independence is 

key as we prepare the children to take part in their Key 

Stage One SATs next term.  

 

PE: This will take place on the following days for each 

year group: 

- Extraordinary Elephants Class – Thursday 

- Zippy Zebras Class – Tuesday 

- Golden Giraffes Class – Wednesday 

This term the children will be taking part in gymnastics 

and fitness lessons.  

Please ensure children have their full PE kit which 

consists of plimsolls, shorts, warm trousers (for 

outdoor learning), T-shirt and a jumper. Children with 

medium-long hair must be tied back. Please remove 

earrings on this day before school, otherwise they 

are unable to take part - no school adult can remove 

these and we cannot cover them with tape. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

Please see the following homework letter on our 

website: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UCiSTgRsIm

UriKQcmREiM9SxfseAAL98 

https://khiacademy.co.uk/phonics-2/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UCiSTgRsImUriKQcmREiM9SxfseAAL98
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UCiSTgRsImUriKQcmREiM9SxfseAAL98


 

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION 

 

All parent-teacher communication with class teachers 

continues with the Class Dojos app after a very positive 

and successful term using it. Class teachers will always 

aim to respond to your message on the day it is received. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries please do not 

hesitate to contact us via Class Dojo 

 

Mrs Johnson, Miss Carter, Mrs Toogood and Mrs 

Kenrick. 


