
 

Focus for Term                    Ongoing Learning Focus 
 
 
 

KHIA F1  NURSERY Long Term Plan 2021/2022 

Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1                            Spring 2                               Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Theme Incredible Me The Wheels on the Bus Rainbows and Bubbles Super seeds Big Brave Bears Animal Magic 

Possible 
Themes/Interests/ 
Lines of Enquiry/ 
key texts/rhymes 

ME , my family, my house, my pets, 
Diverse families 

my favourite nursery rhymes, singing 
nursery rhymes together, roleplay 

nursery rhymes, finger puppets, arts and 
crafts 

My favorite activities - Explore all areas of 
the nursery, sand/water play, garden, 

arts and crafts, home corner etc Which is 
your favourite? 

 My nursery - introduce staff members in 
the school community, build bond with 

keyworker,, the school building etc 
The Hungry caterpillar, The Crunching, 

Munching caterpillar  
life cycle of a caterpillar,  

length comparing, KHIA Rules  
 
 

Harvest Festival 

circles, spheres and things that roll 
kandinsky’s shape art 

Wheels on vehicles 
tyre and hoop and plank  play in garden 

bikes and scooters 
car wash 

sensory trays - cars and tracks in 
mud/sand/cornstarch/gloop etc 
Gravity and friction experiments 

Wheels on the Bus 
Mrs Armatige on wheels 

Emergency vehicles - ambulance, fire 
engine, police car 

occupations 
The run away train 

The Train Ride 
Duck in a Truck 

Round and round the garden 
 

Diwali - 3/11/21 
Remembrance - 11/11/21 

Hanukkah -28/11/21 
Christmas Jumper Day 10/12/21 

Christmas 25/12/21 
 

Weather exploration - sun, 
rain, wind, snow etc 
rainbows & colours 
How do you make a 

rainbow? 
Sing a rainbow, learn 
colours, colour mixing 

Ribbons and dancing with 
whole body movement 

 Frozen, ice, snow  
ice-age & dinosaurs 

exploration and stories 
Wind, kites, bubbles - 

Windy day stories 
rainbow artwork, weather 

songs e.g.  rain rain go 
away, the sun has got his 

hat on and poetry 
Norway 

 
 

Chinese New Year- 1/2/22 
Pride Month - 1/2/22 

GB Bird Watch - 5/1/22 
Energy saving week - 

17/1/22 
valentines day - 14/2 

Jasper’s Beanstalk  
The tiny seed 

seed art, size comparing and colour 
seed sorting 

planting and growing cress, 
sunflowers or beans.  

Fruit and Veg exploration, using tools 
to cut open fruit  looking for seeds, 

links to healthy eating 
vegetable printing 

life cycles  
caring for plants 

 Mary Mary quite contrary 
Ring a Ring a Roses 

Here we go round the mulberry bush 
 

Pancake Day - 1/3/22 
St David’s Day - 1/3/22 

Easter 
Ramadan - 2/4/22 

 

Traditional and popular 
bear Tales 

Teddy bears picnic, Picnic food, healthy 
eating etc 

Peace at last 
Goldilocks and the three bears 
We are going on a bear hunt 

Brown bear, Brown Bear what do you see? 
The most loved bear - old and new toys. 

 Textures, furr, descriptive language 
investigation, where do bears live? 

What do bears eat? 
Woodland links - trees, caves etc 

 
Eid al -Fitr - 2/5/22 

mental health week - 9/5/22 
Walk to school week - 17/5/22 

Fathers Day - 17/6/22 
 
 

Dear Zoo - zoo animals. 
Pets, Bugs and mini beasts.  
Old MacDonald had a Farm, 

What the ladybird heard, 
Farm animals  - visit to Hadleigh Farm? 

Sorting animals farm or zoo? 
live in the sea or on land? 

sorting hoops 
compare features 

s e.g four legs/two legs, tail, beak etc 
explore textures of scales, patterns of skin 

etc 
Moving body like animals, dancing. 

 
 

Communication and 
Language  Listening, Attention & Understanding  

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can 

remember much of what happens.  

Begins to join in with repeated refrains 

(e.g. in nursery rhymes) 

Focussing attention; can focus on one 

activity at a time but can begin to pay 

attention to more than one thing at a 

time. 

Identifies action words by following 

simple instructions, e.g. Show me 

jumping  

 Beginning to understand more complex 

sentences, e.g. Put your toys away and 

then sit on the carpet  

Listening, Attention & Understanding 
 

 Listens to others in one-to-one or 
small groups, when conversation 

interests them 
 

Focussing attention; can focus on one 
activity at a time but can begin to pay 
attention to more than one thing at a 

time. 
 

Understand a question or instruction 
that has two parts, such as: “Get your 

coat and wait at the door”.  
 

Understand ‘why’ questions, like: 
“Why do you think the caterpillar got 

so fat?” 
 

Understands use of objects (e.g. 
Which one do we cut with?)  

 Shows understanding of prepositions 
such as under, on top, behind by 

Listening, Attention & 

Understanding  

Listens to familiar stories with 

increasing attention and recall  

Focussing attention; can focus on 

one activity at a time and can focus 

and refocus attention by 

themselves i.e. stop what they are 

doing and give full attention to an 

adult then return to their activity  

Speaking 

Learn new vocabulary.  

Use new vocabulary through the 

day.  

Listening, Attention & 

Understanding  

Begins to join in with repeated 

refrains  

Focussing attention; can focus on 

one activity at a time and can focus 

and refocus attention by themselves 

i.e. stop what they are doing and give 

full attention to an adult then return 

to their activity.  

 Start a conversation with an adult or 

a friend and continue it for many 

turns.  

Speaking  

Learn new vocabulary.  

Listening, Attention & Understanding 

 Joins in with repeated refrains and begins 

to anticipates key events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories 

Focusing attention – can still listen or do, 

but can change their own focus of 

attention  

 Is able to follow directions (if not intently 

focused)  

Begins to answer simple ‘why’ questions  

Speaking  

Learn new vocabulary.  

Use new vocabulary through the day.  

Listening, Attention & Understanding  

Joins in with repeated refrains and 

anticipates key events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories  

Focusing attention – can still listen or do, 

but can change their own focus of 

attention  

Answers simple ‘why’ questions.  

Speaking  

Learn new vocabulary.  

Use new vocabulary through the day.  

Uses more complex sentences to link 

thoughts (e.g. using and, because)  



 

 Understands who, what, where in simple 

questions (e.g. Who’s that? Who can? 

What’s that? Where is?)  

 Developing understanding of simple 

concepts (e.g. fast/slow, good/bad)  

Speaking  

Learn new vocabulary.  

Use new vocabulary through the day. 

Develop their communication but may 

continue to have problems with irregular 

tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for 

‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 

Sing a large repertoire of songs.  

Know many rhymes (nursery rhymes). 

  

carrying out an action or selecting 
correct picture 

 
 Responds to instructions with more 

elements, e.g. Give the big ball to me; 
collect up all the blocks and put them 

in the box  
 

 Beginning to understand why and 
how questions 

 
 

Speaking 
 

Learn new vocabulary. 
 

Use new vocabulary through the day. 
 

Develop their pronunciation with 

support and practice to pronounce: 

• some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh 

• multi-syllabic words such as 

‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or 

‘hippopotamus’ 

  

Begin to use longer sentences of 

four to six words.  

Begins to retell a simple past event 

in correct order (e.g. went down 

slide, hurt finger)  

Sing a large repertoire of songs.  

Know many rhymes, be able to talk 

about familiar books, and be able 

to tell a longer story. 

Use new vocabulary through the day.  

Be able to express a point of view 

and to debate when they disagree 

with an adult or a friend, using words 

as well as actions.  

Use talk to organise themselves and 

their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit 

there... I’ll be the driver.” 

Use sentences of four to six words 

such as ‘I want to play with cars’ or 

‘What is that thing called?’  

 Able to use language in recalling past 

experiences 

  

Begins to use sentences joined up with 

words such as ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’ i.e. ‘I 

like ice cream because it makes my tongue 

shiver’  

Uses talk to explain what is happening and 

anticipate what might happen next  

Uses talk in pretending that objects stand 

for something else in play, e.g. This box is 

my castle 

Uses the future and past tense i.e. ‘I am 

going to the park’ and ‘I went to the shop’ 

  

Beginning to use a range of tenses (e.g. 

play, playing, will play, played)  

 Questions why things happen and gives 

explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, 

how  

  Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to 

make the meaning clear to others  

 Talks more extensively about things that 

are of particular importance to them 

  

  

  

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development Self-regulation 

Shows some understanding that other 

people have perspectives, ideas and 

needs that are different to theirs, e.g. 

may turn a book to face you so you can 

see it 

Managing self  

Develop their sense of responsibility and 

membership of a community  

Select and use activities and resources, 

with help when needed. This helps them 

to achieve a goal they have chosen, or 

one which is suggested to them.  

Building relationships  

Seeks out companionship with adults and 

other children, sharing experiences and 

play ideas 

Self-regulation  

Increasingly follow rules, 

understanding why they are 

important.  

Managing self 

Is becoming more aware of the 

similarities and differences between 

themselves and others in more 

detailed ways and identifies them 

self in relation to social groups and to 

their peers 

Building relationships  

Become more outgoing with 

unfamiliar people, in the safe context 

of their setting  

Uses their experiences of adult 

behaviours to guide their social 

relationships and interactions 

Self-regulation  

Increasingly follow rules, 

understanding why they are 

important.  

Managing self  

Shows their confidence and self-

esteem through being outgoing 

towards people, taking risks and 

trying new things or new social 

situations and being able to express 

their needs and ask adults for help  

Building relationships  

Play with one or more other 

children, extending and elaborating 

play ideas. 

Self-regulation  

 Develop appropriate ways of being 

assertive.  

Managing self  

Practices skills of assertion, 

negotiation and compromise and 

looks to a supportive adult for help in 

resolving conflict with peers  

Building relationships  

Show more confidence in new social 

situations 

  

 

Self-regulation  

Talk about their feelings using words like 

‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.  

Managing self  

 Remember rules without needing an adult 

to remind them.  

Building relationships  

 Talk with others to solve conflicts.  

Enjoys playing alone, alongside and with 

others, inviting others to play and 

attempting to join others’ play 

Self-regulation  

Understand gradually how others might be 

feeling  

Shows increasing consideration of other 

people’s needs and gradually more 

impulse control in favourable conditions, 

e.g. giving up a toy to another who wants 

it  

Managing self 

Be increasingly independent in meeting 

their own care needs, e.g., brushing teeth, 

using the toilet, washing and drying their 

hands thoroughly.  

 Make healthy choices about food, drink, 

activity and toothbrushing.  

Building relationships  

 Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. 

For example, accepting that not everyone 

can be the main character in a game, and 

suggesting other ideas. 

  



 

PSHE  
Jigsaw Being ME 

Who am I and how do I fit?' 

CD (Celebrating Difference) 

Respect for similarity and difference.  

Anti-bullying and being unique 

DG (Dreams and Goals) 

Aspirations, how to achieve goals and 

understanding the emotions that go 

with this 

HM (Healthy Me) 

Being and keeping safe and healthy 

 

RL (Relationships) 

Building positive, healthy relationships 

CM (Changing Me) 

Coping positively with change 

Physical Development 
Gross Motor Skills  

WALT: Go up steps and stairs, or climb up 

apparatus, using alternate feet.  

 WALT: Skip, hop, stand on one leg and 

hold a pose for a game like musical 

statues.  

WALT: Match their developing physical 

skills to tasks and activities in the setting. 

Fine Motor Skills  

WALT: Use one-handed tools and 

equipment, 

Gross Motor Skills  

WALT: Start taking part in some 

group activities which they make up 

for themselves, or in teams.  

WALT: Develop their movement, 

balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and 

bikes) and ball skills. 

WALT: Match their developing 

physical skills to tasks and activities 

in the setting. For example, they 

decide whether to crawl, walk or run 

across a plank, depending on its 

length and width.  

WALT: Use large-muscle movements 

to wave flags and streamers, paint 

and make marks.  

WALT: Increasingly be able to use 

and remember sequences and 

patterns of movements which are 

related to music and rhythm.  

Fine Motor Skills  

Use one-handed tools and 

equipment, 

Gross Motor Skills  

Match their developing physical 

skills to tasks and activities in the 

setting. 

Use large-muscle movements to 

wave flags and streamers, paint 

and make marks.  

Choose the right resources to carry 

out their own plan. For example, 

choosing a spade to enlarge a small 

hole they dug with a trowel.  

Fine Motor Skills  

Use one-handed tools and 

equipment, for example, making 

snips in paper with scissors. 

Gross Motor Skills  

Collaborate with others to manage 

large items, such as moving a long 

plank safely, carrying large hollow 

blocks.  

Travels with confidence and skill 

around, under, over and through 

balancing and climbing equipment  

Fine Motor Skills  

 Use a comfortable grip with good 

control when holding pens and 

pencils.  

Be increasingly independent as they 

get dressed and undressed, for 

example, putting coats on and doing 

up zips. 

  

Gross Motor Skills 

 Jumps off an object and lands 

appropriately using hands, arms and body 

to stabilise and balance 

 Negotiates space successfully when 

playing racing and chasing games with 

other children, adjusting speed or 

changing direction to avoid obstacles  

Fine Motor Skills  

Begin to show a preference for a dominant 

hand. 

Gross Motor Skills  

Chooses to move in a range of ways, 

moving freely and with confidence making 

changes to body shape, position and pace 

of movement such as slithering, shuffling, 

rolling, crawling, walking, running, 

jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping  

Experiments with different ways of 

moving, testing out ideas and adapting 

movements to reduce risk  

Fine Motor Skills  

Begin to show a preference for a dominant 

hand. 

  

Literacy 
Comprehension Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations about 

stories, learning new vocabulary 

 To listen to and develop enjoyment of 

stories/reading  

To identify new words  

To name and talk about the different 

parts of a book e.g. front cover/back 

cover/pages  

To handle a book the correct way  

To identify the words and the pictures  

Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations 

about stories, learning new 

vocabulary  

To talk about a range of familiar 

stories.  

To name and talk about the 

different parts of a book e.g. front 

cover/back cover/pages 

To identify the front and back cover 

and the pages inside  

Page sequencing  

Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations 

about stories, learning new 

vocabulary  

To talk about and retell a range of 

familiar stories.  

To name and talk about the 

different parts of a book e.g. front 

cover/back cover/pages 

To explain why we have a front and 

back cover  

Page sequencing  

Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations 

about stories, learning new 

vocabulary  

To begin to make predictions about a 

story, sometimes supported by an 

adult with vocabulary.  

To name and talk about the 

different parts of a book e.g. front 

cover/back cover/pages  

To talk about the front cover and 

what it tells us  

Page sequencing  

Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations about 

stories, learning new vocabulary  

To make predictions about a story using 

known vocabulary  

To name and talk about the different 

parts of a book e.g. front cover/back 

cover/pages  

To identify where the authors name is and 

what they do  

Page sequencing  

To retell the beginning, middle, end of a 

Comprehension  

Engage in extended conversations about 

stories, learning new vocabulary  

Make predictions about a story using the 

relevant vocabulary with independence.  

To name and talk about the different 

parts of a book e.g. front cover/back 

cover/pages  

To understand the back cover can tell us 

about the story before we read it  

Page sequencing  

To order and retell stories beyond the 



 

Page sequencing  

To turn pages one at a time 

  

To identify where a book starts and 

ends  

To sequence the beginning and end 

(first…last) 

To sequence the beginning, middle, 

end (first, next, last) 

  

To order familiar stories  

To talk about what they have 

ordered 

  

story verbally 

  

beginning, middle, end. 

Literacy  
Phonics / 

Word reading 
/ Understanding 

 

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has meaning  

To find logos, signs and labels in the 

environment  

To understand that our name is a word   

Phonological awareness  

Recognise speech sounds as distinct 

from other environmental sounds  

To distinguish between environmental 

and speech sounds.  

To identify same/different when listening 

to environmental and speech sounds 

  

  

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has meaning 

and can have different purposes  

 To recognise familiar logos and 

labels within the environment and 

say what they could mean  

Phonological awareness 

Speech Detection  

To begin to explore initial sounds in 

familiar words. 

  

That letters are used to make up 

words – some are longer and there is 

always a space before and after. 

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has 

meaning and can have different 

purposes 

To understand that words in the 

book tell us a story/information  

Text is read from left to right and 

top to bottom in English  

To identify where a piece of text 

starts  

Phonological awareness 

Syllable segmentation 

Syllable blending 

Syllable detection  

Count or clap syllables in a word 

To clap and say two syllable words  

To clap and say the syllables in their 

names and their peers’  

Recognise words with the same 

initial sound (alliteration)  

 To find and identify familiar letters, 

e.g. letters in their names.  

Each letter makes one sound – 

focus on their own names 

  

  

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has meaning 

and can have different purposes  

To understand that words in a list tell 

us what we need/what we need to 

do  

Text is read from left to right and 

top to bottom in English  

To identify where a piece of text 

ends (full stop) 

Phonological awareness  

Recognise that words can be broken 

down into onset and rime (single 

syllable words)  

Recognise that words can rhyme 

Spot and suggest rhymes  

To continue to learn a range of 

Nursery rhymes 

To identify and say missing words 

from familiar rhymes 

To make changes to rhymes i.e. 

twinkle, twinkle yellow car 

To change words with the same word 

endings i.e. cat = hat, mat, sat, pat 

To change make changes to rhymes 

independently 

To create their own rhymes 

Recall familiar Nursery rhymes 

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has meaning and 

can have different purposes  

To understand that words in a letter are 

written to share information  

Text is read from left to right and top to 

bottom in English  

To identify where a sentence starts 

(capital letter)  

Phonological awareness  

Recognise that words can begin with the 

same sound  

Production of words with the same sound 

(introduction of Set 1 speed sounds)  

Recognise words with the same initial 

sound, such as money and mother  

ORAL BLENDING  

Begin to identify some sounds during oral 

blending games. 

Word reading/understanding  

Understand that print has meaning and 

can have different purposes  

To understand that words can be used in a 

variety of ways (in a list, signs, books, 

letters, a menu, a recipe)  

Text is read from left to right and top to 

bottom in English  

To identify where a sentence ends (full 

stop) 

Phonological awareness 

Production of rhyming strings  

Set 1 speed sounds continued - Begin to 

recognise letter-sound correspondences  

ORAL BLENDING/ 

SEGMENTING  

Children are able to identify initial sounds 

and orally blend familiar CV/CVC words.  

To begin to orally segment sounds in CV 

and CVC words  

ONGOING SEGMENT/BLEND SOUNDS – 

MANIPULATE SOUNDS IN WORDS (p-o-t, l-

o-t, c-o-t) 

  

Literacy  
Writing To be able to mark make and identify 

their marks.  

Ascribes meanings to signs, symbols 

and words that they see in different 

places, including those they make 

To make marks and begin to give 

meaning to their marks.  

To be able to mark make and give 

meaning to their marks.  

To begin to mark make for a purpose and 

be able to talk about the marks they have 

made. 

To mark make for a purpose and be able 

to talk about the marks they have made.  



 

Sometimes gives meaning to their 

drawings and paintings  

Imitates adults’ writing by making 

continuous lines of shapes and symbols 

(early writing) from left to right 

themselves  

Begin to find and identify familiar 

letters, e.g. letters in their names.  

Use mark making and early writing in 

their play  

Begins to make letter-type shapes to 

represent the initial sound of their 

name and other familiar words 

  

To find and identify familiar letters, 

e.g. letters in their names.  

To begin to attempt writing familiar 

letters, e.g. letters in their name. 

  

  

  

  

Attempts to write their own name, or 

other names and words, using 

combinations of lines, circles and 

curves, or letter-type shapes 

 Shows interest in letters on a 

keyboard and in the environment, 

identifying the initial letter of their 

own name and other familiar words. 

  

  

To begin to form some letters correctly, 

e.g. letters in their name.  

Make up stories, play scenarios, and 

drawings in response to experiences, such 

as outings  

Begin to compose by trying out ideas 

through talk and dictating their ideas for 

writing to an adult or digitally recording 

their ideas.  

Compose by trying out ideas through talk 

and dictating their ideas for writing to an 

adult or digitally recording their ideas. 

Use some identifiable letters when writing 

for different purposes, such as creating a 

shopping list.  

Write their name copying it from a name 

card or try to write it from memory. 

Compose by trying out ideas through talk 

and dictating their ideas for writing to an 

adult or digitally recording their ideas. 

Maths 
Sorting and matching  

Sort/match objects - use language of 

‘same’ when matching objects  

Begin to understand the meaning of 

different and sort a group of 2 different 

objects  

Recognising, naming and matching 

shapes and every day items. 

Number 1  

Counting to 1 recognising the numeral 

and begin to represent numbers using 

fingers  

Begin to explore 1-1 correspondence by 

movement of/manipulation of objects – 1 

spoon for each teddy etc  

Select a small number of objects from a 

group – give me 1 

 Number 2  

Counting to 2, recognising the numeral 

and begin to represent numbers using 

fingers  

Select a small number of objects from a 

group – give me two  

Begin to recite numbers in order to 5 – 

through singing songs 

SSM – space and shape  

SSM - space  

Develop an understanding of size  

Begin to compare objects using 

appropriate vocabulary according to 

space, size, big/little/small  

Categorise objects big/large 

little/small  

Find the odd one out i.e. the one big 

among 3 small  

Sort a group of objects by size and 

name each set 

Number 3  

Counting to 3 recognising the 

numeral  

Select a small number of objects 

from a group – give me 3  

Begin to assign one counting word to 

each object 1-3  

Number 

Begin to recognise that there is an 

order to counting  

Begin to know that numbers identify 

how many are in a set  

Begin to understand how many are 

Sorting and matching 

Recognising, naming and matching 

colours  

.Use language of same and 

different when comparing i.e. 

shapes, colour, objects  

Find the odd one out i.e. of shapes, 

objects, amounts, colours.  

Sort and match objects and begin 

to talk about this  

Identify what is the same/ different 

Number  

Review number 1,2,3 – counting, 

recognition, comparing  

Know that numbers identify how 

many are in a set  

Select a small number of objects 

from a larger group – give me one, 

two or three  

Number 4  

Counting to 4 recognising the 

numeral and begin to represent 

numbers using fingers  

Select a small number of objects 

from a group – give me 4  

Number  

Know that numbers identify how 

many are in a set and begin to apply 

this in a variety of contexts  

Sometimes match numeral and 

quantity correctly (to 5)  

Count up to 5 

 objects saying one number for each 

object to be counted and understand 

that not only objects can be counted  

Begin to subitise small numbers i.e. 2  

Recognise and match some number 

patterns i.e. 2 claps, 1 clap  

Begin to use the word less when 

acting out/using props/during play  

SSM – space and shape  

Copy a pattern with one attribute i.e. 

colour  

Begin to continue a pattern ABABA 

and explore pattern using actions  

Notice patterns in the environment  

Show an interest in shapes and space 

by playing with shapes or making 

arrangements with objects  

SSM - shape 

SSM - shape  

Show an awareness of similarities of 

shapes in the environment  

Begin to use shapes appropriately for task 

and shows an interest in shape by 

sustained construction  

Number  

Shows an interest in number problems in 

real-life contexts i.e. if I had two apples 

and gave one away, how many left? 

Separates a group of 3/4/5 objects in 

different ways i.e. 1 and 2 (3), 2 and 2 (4)  

Use language such as more/ ‘a lot’  

Begin to find one more/one less 

than a number to 5  

Use the word less when asked to find one 

less than a given number  

Use language of the same when matching 

objects/numerals  

SSM - measure  

Continue to develop an understanding of 

measure – using tall/short, long/short  

Begin to develop an understanding of 

capacity - explore filling and pouring and 

using associated language   - full, empty, 

Number  

Counts up to 5 objects  

Subitise numbers to 3  

Select the correct numeral to represent 1-

5  

Counts up to 5 objects counts an irregular 

arrangement  

Begin to count beyond 5 saying one 

number name for each item.  

Begin to recite backwards from 5  

Sorting, matching and comparing  

Use the language of more than and fewer 

than  

Begin to order numerals to 5 and talk 

about their position  

SSM - measure  

Begin to use the language of weight - 

heavy/light  

Number  

Separate a group of up to 5 objects in 

different ways beginning to recognise the 

total is still the same  

Begins to find the total of items in 2 

groups by counting all of them 



 

Begins to notice different patterns (In the 

environment, within resources, etc)  

Begin to make and talk about an 

arrangement making a pattern – 

leaf/conker/leaf  

Can copy a repeating pattern using 

ABABAB using everyday objects - pine 

cones, leaves and begin to identify and 

explain the pattern  

Naming and matching shapes (i.e. in the 

environment) - Triangle  

 

  

  

left from number rhyme experience  

Knows that a group of things changes 

in quantity when something is added 

or taken away and understands the 

meaning of the language of 

quantities – more/less/fewer/greater  

Make comparisons between 

quantities which has more/fewer  

Explore 1-1 correspondence by 

movement of objects  

SSM - space  

Positional language – developing an 

understanding of this in everyday 

contexts  

Begin to follow some instructions 

using positional language i.e. put the 

bear under the chair  

SSM 

Naming and matching shapes (i.e. in 

the environment) - circles 

  

Begin to talk about shapes in the 

environment i.e. it is straight, 

curved 

  

Begin to make arrangements 

using shapes and use them 

appropriately i.e. using a circle to 

represent a wheel 

Continue practising assigning one 

counting word to each object 1-3 

and then 4  

Number  

Begin to count 3/4 objects by 

saying one number for each item 

(touch count)  

Begin to separate a group of 3/4 

objects in different ways  

Begin to match numeral and 

quantity (focus to 4)  

Number 5  

Recognise numeral and begin to 

represent numbers using fingers  

Recite numbers in order to 5 

Select a small number of objects 

from a group – give me five 

  

Naming and matching shapes (i.e. in 

the environment) - square  

Talk about shapes in the 

environment i.e. it is straight, 

curved 

  

Describe some shape properties  

Number – sorting, matching and 

comparing  

Use language of same and different 

when comparing small sets – 

dominoes, rolling 2 dice with spots 

Recognise and match some number 

patterns  

Compare 2 groups saying when they 

have the same/different number 

  

Use words bigger/smaller when 

comparing numbers  

With support begin to use full 

sentences when comparing sets 

  

  

half full  

SSM - shape  

Begin to select a particular named shape  

Begin to talk about the shapes of everyday 

objects  

Use shapes appropriately for tasks  

   

  

Understanding  
the world Begin to make sense of their own life-

story and family’s history. 

Continue developing positive attitudes 

about the differences between people 

 

 

 

Show interest in different 

occupations 

Name and describe people who are 

familiar to them. 

Explore how things work. 

Explore and talk about different 
forces they can feel. 

 
Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.  

Talk about what they see, using a 

wide vocabulary. 

Talk about the differences between 

materials and changes they notice 

Know that there are different 

countries in the world and talk 

about the differences they have 

Plant seeds and care for growing 

plants.  

Understand the key features of the 

life cycle of a plant. 

Begin to understand the need to 

respect and care for the natural 

environment and all living things 

Use all their senses in hands-on 

exploration of natural materials. 

 Explore collections of materials with 

similar and/or different properties.  

Talk about what they see, using a wide 

vocabulary. 

Understand the key features of the life 

cycle of animals. 

Know that there are different countries in 

the world and talk about the differences 

they have experienced or seen in photos. 



 

experienced or seen in photos. 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines 
and begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects. 
 

Take part in simple pretend play, using an 
object to represent something else even 

though they are not similar. 

Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines and begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects. 
 

Develop their own ideas and then 
decide which materials to use to 

express them.  
 

Use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises 

 
Begin to develop complex stories 
using small world equipment like 

animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, 
etc. 

 
Remember and sing entire songs. 
 Sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person (‘pitch match’). 

Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines and begin 

to use these shapes to 
represent objects. 

 
Explore colour and colour 

mixing.  
 

Explore different materials 
freely, to develop their 
ideas about how to use 
them and what to make 

 
Begin to develop complex 
stories using small world 

equipment like animal 
sets, dolls and dolls 

houses, etc. 
 
 

Explore different materials freely, to 
develop their ideas about how to use 

them and what to make  
 

Join different materials and explore 
different textures. 

 
Sing the melodic shape (moving 

melody, such as up and down, down 
and up) of familiar songs.  

 
 

Show different emotions in their drawings 
and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, 
etc.  
 
Make imaginative and complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, 
such as a city with different buildings and a 
park 
 
Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
Respond to what they have heard, 
expressing their thoughts and feelings 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, 
such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details.    
 
Make imaginative and complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, 
such as a city with different buildings and a 
park 
 
.Play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings and ideas. 

Create their own songs or improvise a song 
around one they know 

  .   . 
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