
 

Kents Hill Infant Academy  
Nursery F1 Curriculum Map 

Communication and 
language 

Physical 
development 

Personal, 
social and 
emotional 

Jigsaw 

Literacy Maths 
 

Understanding the 
World 

Expressive art 
and design 

 

 Topic Visitors 
and Trips 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

Speaking 

Gross Motor Skills 
Fine Motor Skills 

Self-Regulation 
Managing Self 

Building 
Relationships 

Comprehension 
Word Reading 

Writing 

Number 
Numerical Patterns 

 

Past and Present 
People, Culture and 

Communities 
The Natural World 

Creating with 
Materials 

Being Imaginative 
and Expressive 

Aut 1 Incredible Me! 
(All about 

me/starting pre-
school) 

 Nursery Rhymes 
Following instructions 

Understanding 
questions 

Bikes and 
Scooters 

 
Hop, jump and 

pose 

Jigsaw - Being 
me in my 

world 
 

Enjoy stories 
Find logos, signs and 

labels 
Environmental sounds 

Gives meanings to marks 

Number  
Sorting and matching 

Number 1 
SSM  

Name  and match shapes - triangle 
patterns 

Explore own family 
 

Positive attitudes to 
differences 

 

roleplay 
closed shapes 

and continuous 
lines  

Aut 2 The wheels on the 
Bus 

(occupations/tran
sport/ Christmas)   

 listens in a group 
why questions 

Sing Songs 
 

Group games 
 

crawl, balance 
 
 

Jigsaw - 
Celebrating 
difference 

 

Talk about stories 
Speech detection 

Initial sounds 
Begin to identify letters in 

their name 

Number  
Numbers 2, 3 

1-1 correspondence 
SSM  

compare and order size  
more/ fewer 

Positional language 
 

occupations 
Explore mechanisms 
and how things work 

Developing own 
ideas 

Sing songs 

Spring 1 Rainbows 
and 
Bubbles 
(Weather/ 
forces/ 
Norway) 

 

 Story telling 
multisyllabic words 

Rhymes 
 
  

Travelling 
through, under, 

over climbing 
equipment 

 
dancing and 

moving 

Jigsaw - 
Dreams and 

goals 

Retell stories 
Syllables 

Begin to attempt writing 
letters in their name 

 

Number  
Number 4 & 5 

Identify how many 
SSM  

Recognise, name, match colours 
odd one out 

 

Explore forces 
Explore natural 

materials 
Countries of the 

world 

object 
representation 
developing own 

ideas 

Spring 2 Super Seeds 
(plants, 

growing,healthy 
eating) 

 

 Repeated Refrains 
continuing 

conversations 
Organise talk 

 

Chasing games 
avoiding obstacles 

 

Jigsaw - 
Healthy me 

Make predictions 
onset and rhyme 

Attempts writing name 

Number  
Begin to match numerals 

Count to 5 
1-2-1 correspondance 

comparing  
SSM  

Make arrangements with 3D shapes 
patterns 

Plants and seeds 
respect and care for 
natural living things 

explore colours 
and colour 

mixing 
explore 

materials  

Sum 1 Big Brave Bears 
(Natural 

Materials/ 
Traditional 

stories/ story 
telling) 

 
 

 Focusing attention 
joining ideas with 

because and or 
past/future tense 

Jumps off and 
lands safely 

Adjusts speed 
dominant hand 

Jigsaw - 
Relationships 

Identify the author 
Initial letter sounds(Set 1) 

Oral blending  
Begin to form some 

letters correctly 
 

Number 
 Number problems 

separates numbers in different ways 
one more/ one less 

SSM 
similarities in shapes 
Measures long/tall 
Capacity full/empty 

materials 
senses 

Emotions in 
artwork 

imaginative 
small world 
respond to 

sounds 



Sum 2  Animal Magic 
(life cycles, 
/habitats/ 

countries of the 
world) 

 

 Anticipates key events 
Uses range of tenses 

Intonation and rhythm 
  

experimenting 
with movement 

Taking calculated 
risks 

dominant hand 

Jigsaw - 
Changing me 

Extended conversations 
about stories 

Rhyming strings 
Write for different 
purposes, e.g. lists 

Write name 

Number 
find total by counting all 
more than/fewer than 

counting backwards from 5 
subitise to 3 

SSM 
Weight - heavy/light 

Animal life cycles 
countries of the 

world 

Draw with detail 
complex small 

world 
play Instruments 

Statutory Framework 2021 

Communication 
and language 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language 
and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on 
what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, 
and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children 
the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites 
them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

Personal, social 
and emotional 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their 
personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own 
feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and 
wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal 
needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a 
secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

Physical 
development 

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early 
childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both 
objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial 
awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with 
hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using 
small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

Literacy It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both 
reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, 
poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of 
familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Maths Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a 
deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this 
understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which 
mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics 
including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk 
to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Understanding 
the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In 

addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well 
as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading 

comprehension. 

Expressive art 
and design 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, 
enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, 
self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and 
appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

 


