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Welcome back to Kents Hill Infant Academy and 

welcome to Year 1! We hope you enjoyed a fantastic 

summer break! 

 

We have an incredibly exciting curriculum planned for 

the children this year, comprising of 6 fascinating 

topics. To view all the topics and how our year will come 

together, you can view our Year 1 curriculum map at: 

https://khiacademy.co.uk/curriculum/  

 

The first few weeks of the autumn term will be used as 

a transition for children into our Year 1 style of 

learning, building up their stamina for focussed 

activities and whole-class learning. As always, we will be 

continuing to support the children’s mental wellbeing 

alongside their learning. This will involve mindfulness 

time each day and opportunities to discuss emotions and 

feelings using our zones of regulation. 

 

Each half term, our work will be linked under a different 

topic. We call this ‘significant learning’ which means 

that there will be lots of cross curriculum links, giving 

children opportunities to develop their learning further 

by using the skills they learn in all aspects of their 

development.   

 

In the first half term, our significant learning topics 

will all be focussed under the heading “Under the Sea: 

Finding Nemo”, linking learning to the continent of 

Australasia, and focussing our writing around Finding 

Nemo, the Snail and the Whale and the Coral Reef. 

 

 

In the second half term, our significant learning topic 

will be ‘My World and Me: Fantastic Festivals’ This 

topic explores stories and celebrations from different 

cultures and countries, including Bonfire night, Diwali 

and Christmas. 

 

We will be linking our significant learning to a range of 

subject areas, including; R.E, PSHE, Science, Art, D & T 

and Geography, as-well-as exploring other individuals, 

events and skills within these subjects. 

 

 

Phonics and Reading: Children will be assessed every 

half term in phonics, which will allow us to set children 

in ability groups for their phonic lessons and reading 

bands. This ensures that they are reading books which 

relates to their decoding, blending and comprehension 

level. This follows our Read Write Inc (RWI) approach 

to phonics. Their reading books which are brought home 

are linked to their assessments. 

Please read our phonics statement online which will 

explain how RWI is taught and how to support your child 

at home.  https://khiacademy.co.uk/phonics-2/  

All children will read to an adult in school every week 

and receive new books to take home on a Monday.  

 

We also encourage children to read at home with an 

adult at least 5 times a week. To encourage this, 

children will continue with the Reading Challenge that 

the started in EYFS. The challenge charts will be 

reviewed on a Friday. 

 

English: With our writing, we will be focussing on using 

our ‘Fred Talk’ to spell words and using Year 1 Common 

Exception Words accurately. We will then beging 

working towards independently writing short, coherent 

sentences in the first term through modelled writing, 

focus groups and various writing activities. 

 

Children will have handwriting lessons to support 

letter/number formation and develop fine motor skills.  

Handwriting and presentation is a focus within the 

school. Please continue to support your child at home 

with handwriting and letter/number formation using 

the letterjoin website. 

 

Maths: Our math topics for the Autumn Term are: 

- Number: Place Value 

- Number: Addition and Subtraction 

- Geometry: Shape Number: Place Value 

We will be following the White Rose Maths scheme to 

sequence the learning for children. 

 

PE: This will take place on the following days for each 

year group: 

- Radiant Rainbow Fish Class – Tuesday 

- Jolly Jellyfish Class – Wednesday 

- Terrific Turtle Class – Thursday 

Children come into school on these days wearing their 

PE kits. This consists of plimsolls, shorts, warm 

trousers (for outdoor learning), T-shirt and a jumper. 

Children with medium-long hair must be tied back. 

Please remove earrings on this day before school, 

otherwise they are unable to take part - no school 

adult can remove these and we cannot cover them 

with tape. 

 

 

https://khiacademy.co.uk/curriculum/
https://khiacademy.co.uk/phonics-2/


HOMEWORK 

 

Please see the following homework letter on our 

website:  

https://khiacademy.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/09/Homework-Letter-2021-

22.pdf  

 

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION 

 

Our primary parent-teacher communication method is 

via the Class Dojo app. If you have queries or concerns 

about anything, please contact your class teacher ASAP 

using this communication. Class teachers will aim to 

respond to your message on the day it is received or as 

soon as possible if it is not within working hours. 

 

If you feel that your query needs a face-to-face chat 

with your class teacher, please arrange a suitable time 

with them. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries please do not 

hesitate to contact us via Class Dojo 

 

Mr Chapman, Mrs Marston, Mrs Chaplin and Mrs 

Datta. 
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